
Contact • dawn@heartsandsparksproductions.com • rhsuzette@gmail.com • 503-317-2611 

	

 

 

Sista in the Brotherhood 
2016 / 20 minutes / United States / 

English / Dramatic Short 

 
 

Directed by Dawn Jones Redstone 

Produced by Roberta Hunte 

Written by Dawn Jones Redstone  

and Kjerstin Johnson  

 

 

sistainthebrotherhood.com 

t  @sistashortfilm 

v vimeo.com/145462664  

Ffacebook.com/sistainthebrotherhood 

 



Contact • dawn@heartsandsparksproductions.com • rhsuzette@gmail.com • 503-317-2611 

	

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

LOGLINE 

When a young black carpenter faces discrimination on a new jobsite, she must choose 

between making a stand or keeping her job.  

 

SHORT SYNOPSIS 

It’s Laneice’s first day on a new jobsite. Despite her experience and know-how, it’s clear that 

the men on her new crew see her as a joke, a token, and a threat. Although an accomplished 

carpenter—Laneice is about to “journey out” and just needs a few more hours to complete 

her apprenticeship—her new foreman Wayne assigns her grunt work while favoring his less-

skilled nephew. Laneice must navigate not just assumptions about race and gender, but 

construction politics to prove her worth and when a crucial task goes wrong, she must decide 

if she’s going to step up or step aside.  

 

 

AWARDS & SELECTIONS 

Best Short Film · Portland International Film Festival (2016)  

Best Oregon Short Film · Portland International Film Festival (2016)  

Best Narrative Short Film · Workers Unite Film Festival (2016) 

 

Official Selection · POWFest (2016) 

Official Selection · WAMM Fest (2016) 

Official Selection · San Francisco Black Film Festival (2016) 

Official Selection · Sarasota Film Festival (2016) 

Official Selection · Bluestocking Film Festival (2016 
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BEHIND THE FILM 

Dr. Roberta Hunte and Dawn Jones Redstone met while working at Oregon Tradeswomen, 

Inc., a nonprofit that helps women access careers in construction—one of the few jobs that 

doesn’t require an expensive college degree and pays a living wage. As a journey-level 

carpenter and former member of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, Redstone 

served as training manager while Hunte was a career counselor. Together, they served many 

women and saw, over and over, both the passion women have for working in the trades and 

the resistance that women of color face on the jobsite. During this time, in addition to 

teaching, Redstone made over thirty videos documenting the tradeswoman experience.  

 

Hunte went on to write a dissertation on the experience of black tradeswomen titled “My 

Walk Has Never Been Average: Black Tradeswomen Negotiating Intersections of Race and 

Gender In Long Term Careers in The United States’ Building Trades.” Through her 

collaboration with Bonnie Ratner, the thesis was successfully turned into a well received play. 

Meanwhile, Redstone pursued filmmaking full time at Hearts+Sparks Productions. They 

stayed in touch over the years and after Hunte’s success with the play and Redstone’s 

success with video, they decided to make a short film in hopes of reaching an even wider 

audience with the themes from Roberta's thesis. 

 

Redstone and Hunte were ready to tell a story that uses cinematic elements to bring to light 

the issues faced by black tradeswomen like the lead character in the movie, Laneice. They 

believe the more people they reach, the more hearts and minds can be illuminated about the 

work women love to do and the work women have been doing for quite a while in the 

construction trades. 
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FILMMAKERS 

 

Dawn Jones Redstone is a gay, Latina filmmaker living in 

Portland, Oregon. She has been making films and creating media 

for about 15 years for the likes of Bitch Media, Current TV, Joy of 

Cooking, OPB, Metro, and several non-profits organizations in 

Portland, Oregon. After working as a carpentry instructor for nine 

years at a non-profit called Oregon Tradeswomen, she left to 

pursue her dream of filmmaking full time and started 

Hearts+Sparks Productions in 2012. In 2014, she collaborated 

with Dr. Roberta Hunte to raise over $13,000 on Kickstarter and 

received a grant from the Regional Arts and Culture Council to 

make Sista in the Brotherhood. As an artist, she is fascinated by 

stories of personal transformation and the interior monologues 

that move us forward. She is committed to creating films that help 

balance the media representation of women and people of color both in front of and behind 

the camera. Dawn is the recipient of the 2016 Lilla Jewel Award and a journey-level carpenter 

from the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. 

 

 

Roberta Hunte is an educator, facilitator, consultant, and 

cultural worker. She is an assistant professor in Black 

Studies and Women Gender and Sexuality Studies at 

Portland State University where she teaches courses on 

reproductive justice, inequality, feminisms, and the African 

American experience. She also facilitates trainings on 

equity, diversity, and inclusion. In 2013 she collaborated 

with playwright Bonnie Ratner on the play My Walk Has 

Never Been Average. The play celebrates the careers of 

African American tradeswomen and is based on interviews 

she conducted with 15 tradeswomen for her doctoral 

thesis. She is thrilled to collaborate with Dawn Jones 

Redstone on Sista in the Brotherhood, which seeks to 

dramatize themes of Black women's experiences in the industry. She loves listening to 

people’s stories and believes that when we hear stories, we are invited to feel and understand 

experiences more deeply. Through the audiences for Walk and Sista, she has found that 

cross-cultural bridges of empathy and awareness are built through engaging with the 

characters and stories on the stage and screen. Walk and Sista seek to dramatize the 

complexity of these experiences and the humanity of the women involved. Hunte is currently 

working with director Kate Ming Tien Duffly of Reed College on a project to collect and 

dramatize reproductive stories from communities of color. This project is in collaboration with 

Western States Center and their We Are BRAVE (Building Reproductive Autonomy and Voices 

for Equity) initiative.   
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CREDITS 

 

Directed by · Dawn Jones Redstone 

Produced by · Roberta Hunte 

Executive Produced by · Dawn Jones Redstone and Roberta Hunte 

Written by · Dawn Jones Redstone and Kjerstin Johnson  

 

CAST 

Laneice · Sidony O'Neal 

Chad · Joshua Rice  

Wayne · Scott Mullin  

Red · Terry Lybecker  

Frank · David Knell 

B.R. · Jocelyn Seid 

Extras · Mone Auset Shavers, Shantae Johnson,  

Jarratt Taylor, Dan Pool, Sean Ferrell, Christian Lopez. 

 

 

CREW 

Assistant Director · Cassie Cohn   

Director of Photography · Kia Anne Geraths  

Second Camera Operator · Katharina Raven  

Additional Camera Work · Dawn Jones Redstone  

Sound Recordist · Marjorie Deocampo    

Carpentry Specialist/Wardrobe · Katie Hughes  

Carpentry Trainer/PA · Kaeli Casati  

PAs · Dan Pool, Aileen Sheedy, Wriik Maui,  

Llondyn Elliott, Lori Baumann, Tia Vonil, Becki Yanosko  

 

Editor · James Jones 

Assistant Editor · Dawn Jones Redstone 

Colorist · John Davidson  

Re-recording Mixer · Russ Gorslin    

 

Music composed by Katie Sawicki of The Cabin Project 

 

 

 

 

Tech Specs 

Run Time: 20:36 

Aspect Ratio: 16:9 HD 

Country: United States 

Language: English 
 

 

 


